Atikokan Repeater VE3RIB
Operations Manual

Updated 3 September 2006
This brief manual is intended to explain the specifics of the Atikokan Amateur Radio Club’s VE3RIB repeater. The manual assumes you understand basic repeater functions.

The Stats

· Location: 
Highway 11 just East of the 11/11B junction on the North side.
                      48˚ 43.14’ N, 91˚ 34.11’ W

· Radio:
GE Mastr II with GE UHS pre-amp

TX:
65 watts from radio, 40 watts after the duplexers

RX:
0.14uv @ 12 dB Sinad (with pre-amp)

Zero desense.

· Frequency: 147.120, + offset

· Four bay duplexer

· New RG-214 interconnect cables between TX & RX and duplexers.

· Connect Systems CS-8200 controller with autopatch.

· 9913 feedline

· Four-bay folded exposed dipole antenna atop a  70 foot tower at 1550’ elevation (base)

Visit http://my.drytel.net/va3ext/ve3rib_repeater.htm for photos and more information.

Coverage

With a 50 watt mobile radio operating a 5/8 wave whip antenna, the radius is roughly 50 kilometres. You should get a strong signal East to Highway 633 and West to the Lac la Croix Road. The repeater is workable East to Windigoostigwan, north up most of Highway 622, and west to Mine Centre.

Please send signal reports to VE3RIB@sympatico.ca 


EchoLink

This repeater is permanently connected to the EchoLink system through VE3FYN. EchoLink allows this repeater to connect to other repeaters or computers worldwide. If you are not familiar with EchoLink, visit www.echolink.org.

When a remote user connects through EchoLink, that user will be announced. Each user’s disconnection is also announced. If a remote user is connected to the repeater through the EchoLink, the repeater will beep every two minutes. This is to remind local users that a remote (EchoLink) user is connected, so they will pause between “overs” to allow the remote station to break-in.

When connected to a remote station, pause a couple seconds between keying the mic and talking. This allows the various remote systems (there may be many) to connect.


There are various commands you can enter from your DTMF pad to check-on the EchoLink status, and to control it. Feel free to try it out.  (The shortcuts will connect you immediately to the listed station.) For other station node numbers, look-up www.echolink.org/links.jsp.

Autopatch 

VE3RIB also has a telephone autopatch.

Note: This is a shared telephone line supplied by Township of Atikokan emergency services. Currently, the Atikokan Amateur Radio Club receives this service at no cost. Please limit your conversations to essential calls so that we may retain this valuable service.

Due to the shared nature of this phone line, the autopatch is configured to dial-out, but not to accept incoming calls. Outgoing calls may be local calls (597 or 929) or 1-800 numbers. “911” may also be dialed. If you make a 911 call through the autopatch, be sure to tell the operator your actual location and that you are calling from an amateur radio through a telephone autopatch. Otherwise the dispatcher will assume you are at the repeater site, and send the emergency response teams to the wrong location.

Ensure that your signal is strong enough to properly DTMF before accessing the autopatch. Announce yourself (VE3XXX for the patch), then, to connect, dial *, and dial the number. To disconnect, press #. You will hear the repeater id itself in CW.  Announce that you are finished with the patch (VE3XXX clear the patch.)

Echolink Commands

Command
DTMF

Shortcut
DTMF

Connect by call
C callsign


Kenora                      VE3YQK
10

Connect
Node number

Dryden                      VA3DIS
11

Disconnect
#

Sioux Lookout          VE3SLT
12

Disconnect all
##

Sioux Narrows     VE3JJA (Woody)
13

Play info
#1

Toronto                   VE3RAK
14

Status
08




Reconnect
09

EchoTest
9999

Autopatch Commands

Connect
*

Disconnect
#

� Entering Callsigns (from EchoLink Help)


To enter a callsign (for the Connect by Call or Query by Call commands), press two digits for each letter and number in the callsign. The first digit is the key on which the letter appears (using 1 for Q and Z), and the second digit is 1, 2, or 3, to indicate which letter is being entered. To enter a digit, press the digit followed by 0. When finished, end with the pound key (#).�


For example, the letter "K" is entered as "52", the letter "Q" is entered as "11", and the digit "7" is entered as "70".�


Callsigns need not be entered in full. If a partial callsign is entered, EchoLink will find the first match among the stations currently logged on. If no match is found among the stations currently logged on, EchoLink will say "NOT FOUND".








